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20 Pa. C.S. § 5502

Section 5502 - Purpose of chapter

Recognizing that every individual has unigue needs and differing abilities. it is the purpose of
this chapter to promote the general welfare of all citizens by establishing a system which
permits incapacitated persons to participate as fully as possible in all decisions which affect
them, which assists these persons in meeting the essential requirements for their physicat
health and safety, protecting their rights, managing their financiat resources and developing or
regaining their abilities to the maximum extent possible and which accomplishes these
objectives through the use of the least restrictive alternative; and recognizing further that
when guardianship services are necessary, it is important to facilitate the finding of suitable
individuals or entities willing to scrve as guardians.

20 Pa. (S § 3502

1992, April 16, P.L. 108, No. 24, § 7, effective in 60 days.
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20 Pa. C.S. § 5518

Section 5518 - Evidence of incapacity

To establish incapacity, the petitioner must present testimony, in person or by deposition from
individuals qualified by training and experience in evaluating individuals with incapacities of
the type alleged by the petitioner, which establishes the nature and extent of the alleged
incapacities and disabilities and the person's mental, emotional and physical condition,
adaptive behavior and social skills. The petition must also present evidence regarding the
services being utilized (0 meet essential reguirements for the alleged meapacitated person's
physical health and safety, Lo manage the person's {inancial resources or to develop or regain
the person's abilities; evidence regarding the types of assistance required by the person and as
to why no less restrictive alternatives would be appropriate; and evidence regarding the
probability that the extent of the person’s incapacities may significantly lessen or change.

20 Pa.C5 § 3318

1972, June 30, P.L. 508, No. 164, § 2, eff. July 1, 1972. Amended 1992, April 16, P.L. 108,
No. 24, § 10, effective in 60 days.
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