REASONS FOR DENYING A PETITION FOR GUARDIANSHIP
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§ 5511. Petition and hearing; independent evaluation.

(a) Resident.--The court, upon petition and hearing and upon the presentation of clear and convincing
evidence, may find a person domiciled in the Commonwealth to be incapacitated and appoint a guardian or
guardians of his person or estate. The petitioner may be any person interested in the alleged incapacitated
person’s welfare. The court may dismiss a proceeding where it determines tha’mw_qs not been
instituted to aid or benefit the alleged incapacitated person or that the petition is incomplete or fails to prowde
SW Written notice of the petition and heanng shall be given in large type and in simple
language to the alleged incapacitated person. The notice shall indicate the purpose and seriousness of the
proceeding and the rights that can be lost as a result of the proceeding. It shall inciude the date, time and place
of the hearing and an explanation of all rights. The Supreme Court shall establish a uniform citation for this
purpose. A copy of the petition shall be attached. Personal service shall be made on the alleged incapacitated
person, and the contents and terms of the petition shall be explained to the maximum extent possible in
language and terms the individual is most likely to understand. Service shall be no less than 20 days in advance

of the hearing. In addition, notice of the petition and hearing shall be given in such manner as the court shall
direct to all persons residing within the Commonwealth who are sui juris and would be entitled to share in the
estate of the alleged incapacitated person if he died intestate at that time, to the person or institution providing
residential services to the alleged incapacitated person and to such other parties as the court may direct,



